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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
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The Jesus Question
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ver the years I've asked many people what they believe about Jesus and whe he is for them. |'ve

O always nudged them away from the expected answer simply because | was interested in who he was

far them down deep in their spirits. It's been a whole wheelbarrow full of answers, yes it has, a full and
varied garden.

Some said they thought he was a very good human being, though they hedged when | asked if they thought he was
also of God. Others thought he was a prephet, though they also backed away from anything that hinted of the divine.
For some, Jesus was God dressed in human skin, as if he were simply playing at being human. Some labeled him a
reformer and others a teacher. Mone of them dismissed lesus as irrelevant or a remnant of the past. And for many,

Jlesus is the truth professed by Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Lliving God," He Reflact-

i5 the Word made flesh, the wisdom of God among us, the one whao lives, Wheo do you say
In ene way or another all of us must answer the question lesus asks of his disciples Jesus is and how

in today's Gospel: “"Wha do you say that | am?" The question is just as relevant today does your answer

as it was when lesus asked |1: Far s, their yes is without {duubt. For nthers. itis g mahke a difference

guestioning journey of coming to faith. All of us are faced with that guestion: Who is in your life?

Jesus for us taday in the way we live aur life? @

.'"; _;._I. :-
do you say that | am?"

MATTHEW 15:15
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Holy Trinity

Holy Trimty Catholic Church
212 5. Main St. PO Box 159
Cherry, IL 61317-015%
Phone 813-894-2006
Office Email
HolyTSPi@gmail.com

Pastor of the Three Chorches
Fr. Thaddeus Tran

Main OMfice: Holy Trinity Rectory
Pastoral Assistant: Julie Hollinger
Email: JulieHTCi@outlook com

Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday 9am - | pm

St. Thomas More

5t Thomas More Catholic Church
302 Chestnut St
Dalzell, IL 61320
Phone 815-663-6201
Enmail
thomasmore3 2(@gmail.com

Adoration Eoom at STM
Open Monday - Sunday
Fegular Hours
9 am - 6 pm

Ray/Tort Group taking orders now
Orders will be filled starting in Sepl.

To place your order, call B13-232-2213,
Leave name, phone number, & vour order

Ravs/Tort are $8.0{/bag

|

5t. Patrick Catholic Church
104 Church St
Arlmgton, IL 613512
Phone 81 5-894-2006
Mail: PO Box 159 Cherry IL 61317

Wehsite for the Three Charches
www.burcancatholic.ong
and on Facebook at
“Bureau Catholic Churcies™

Facebook for the Three Churches
Usze Link on Home Page
www bureaucatbolic.org

Emergency Number for all 3 Churches 779-248-2164

Please be reminded Religious Education will begin on

Sunday, September 10th for K-4th grade & the Confirmation

class (7th & 8th). On Sunday, September 17th classes will

be held for 5th - 8th grade. Please note, new this year, the

Confirmation Class (7th & th) will meet every Sunday.

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of August 28, 2023
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Mo Mass

Sandi Ruiz

Joanne Brown Oberheide
June & Alex Wiltse
Geraldine Sondgeroth

Mass Intentions for the weekend of September 2-3, 2023

Manday E/28

Tuesday Ef29 S:00 am
Wednesday &/30 5:30 pm
Thursday §/31  9:00 am
Friday a/1 9:00 am
Saturday o/2 200 P
sSunday 9/3 8:30 am

10030 am

500 pm

St Thomas More
Holy Trinity

St Patrick

St Thomas AMore

$# Michael Bacidore
t Wayne Pinter

t Mary Jane Smith & Tom Hewitt
t For The Parishioners



A Reflection On The Passion of St. JoAn the Baptist

Feast Day: Tuasday, August 29th o

The gruesome death of St. John the Baptist reveals much to us. It reveals, abave ot ]Dhﬂ:’ ha |
all, the mystery of evl in our world and God's permissive will in allowing ewvil, at the Baptist
limes, ko flourish, Sometimes we wonder why did God allow St. John to be i g e
beheaded? He was a greal man, Jesus, Himself, said that there was no one bom
of woman greater than John the Baplist, And, yet, He allowed John to suffer this
graat injustice.

_— Thetruth /8
5t Teresa of Avila ance said to our Lord, “Dear Lord, if this is how You treat Your  comes witha price. | 1
friends, it is no wonder You have so few!” Yes, God has clearly allowed those Tyl liimcly, \
whom He loves to suffer greatly throughout history. What does this tell us? :;_‘i*l‘l'.l‘ml'f;::h)m" \

First of all, we should not farget the obwvious fact that the Father allowed the San
o suffer greatly and to be murdered in a horrific way. Jesus’ death was brutal and
shocking., Does this mean the Father did not love the Son? Certainly nol. So what does this mean?

The fact of the matter is that suffering is not a sign of the disfavor of God. I you suffer and are given no relief by God i is nod
because God has abandoned you. It is not that He does nol love you. In fact, the opposita is most likely true.

John the Baptist's suffering is, In fact, the greatest sermon he could have preached. If's a witness to his unwavering kove of God and
his wholehearted commitment to the will of God. The “sermon” of John's passion & powerful becauss he chose to stay faithful to our
Lord despite the persecution he endured. And, from God's perspective, John's fidefity is infinitely more valuable than his continued
physical life or the physical sufferings he endured.

Reflect, today, upon your own life. Al times we carry some heavy cross and beg our Lord fo take it from us. Instead, God tells us
that His graca is sufficient and that He wishes fo use our sufferings as a testimony of our fidelity. So, the Father's response to Jesus,
His response to John and His response to us is a call fo enter into the mystery of our sufferings in this life with faith, hope, confidence
and fidelity. Never let the hardships of life deter you from your fidefity toward the will of God.

{Excarpled fom cathofc-dany-reflections. comj

Have you ever thought about renewing your wedding vows?

We are blessed fo have Fr. Ron Margherio, 0.5.B. celebrating Mass
and performing the renewal caremany,

Sunday, September 24th at 2:00 pm at SL. Palrick Church
There will be a reception dinner following the service,
If your spouse is deceased, we invite you to participate and honor them,
Forms will be in the back of all 3 churches. Please fill one out to RSVP by Sept. 17th.

The matest fost af it
you don't get what you want, but
stillyouareabletosay &

LATEST OFFERING'S CONFESSIONS

AUG 20TH WEEKEND

THE NEXT CONFESSIONS
WILL BE SAT. SEFT 2ND
10:30-11:15 AMAT
ST PATRICK
IN THE CHAPEL

HT = £1.044.00
SP = $335.00
STM—  %1,180.00




Dear Padre,

Why do Catholics believe they are the only true Church?

Roman Cathalics believe our Church has historical continuity with 5t. Peter
and the apostles who were present on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit gave birth to the Church, Catholics believe the work begun by Peter and
the other apostles continued under men they appointed and on whom they
laid hands—giving them apastolic authority te carry their work into the next
generation. Apostolic authority, understood by Catholics to be historical and
traceable, is a mark of authenticity and continuity of the Church. For Catholics,
this essential mark of the Church is missing if 2 Christian community rejects
apostolic authority and Peter’s leadership of the other apostles—carried on by
their successors in the persons of bishops and popes—over the last 2,000 years.

Mevertheless, “numerous elements of sanctification and truth” are present in separated Churches and ecclesial
communities, and “the Spirit of Christ has not refrained from using them as instruments of salvation” (Responses to
Seme Questions Regarding Certain Aspects of the Doctrine on the Church, by the Vatican Offices of the Congregation for

the Doctrine of the Faith, 2007).

Dialogue with other Christians continues, and we hope the love and respect we have for one another can grow
over time. While our Church leaders have the role of conserving the faith we have received, all Christians should
remermber that the Law of Love must prevail If we violate that principle, we fail to comprehend an essential truth of

our faith. &
DearPadre.org
From Cathalie ang Comenad: Arswers to Common Questions Abowt Yowr Faith (Liguori Publications, 2011)
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