O'III Pari S h December 17, 2023

Third Sunday of Advent (B) ) ﬁ

c 0' “ H u N l ' v Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 / 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 / lohn 1:6-8, 19-28

Making Room
for God

ER. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

he story of lohn the Baptist
T is the story of taking a back

seat to lesus, of fading into the
background so that lesus might be the light.
Fading out of the picture is sormething we
may find ourselves doing mare than once in
our lives, Sometimes it's also a choice we
have to make, even when it's painful.

Actor Mick Molte talked about what it was
like for im when he turned seventy; how
his body would hurt and how painful it was
te get out of bed some mornings, He told of
how he cried when a Llongtime friend passed
away and of the sadness death brings. But
the worst part, he said, is coming to the
realization that your children have grown up,
are on their own, and don't need you the way
they ance did. His son has a family, and far
him the family comes first, as it should be.
That's the painful part, Nolte says, the letting
go of your children because they are no
longer yours; in reality, they never were,

Fram the perspective of faith, why do we
need ta fade into the background? To leave
raam for the hand of God in life, that's why,
50 that God can do what God does best, and
50 that we don't get in the way of it all. That
is a task not enly at the end of life but for all
of life. &

Reflect- B
When has it been difficult for you [ 3 *‘
to fade into the background? 1

AINIELIGIQRI PUBLECATIONS » LEGUORI, MD A1057- 9595 s [MaGE: SEHOMA PILOLLA 2 FSHUTTERSTOCK




Holy Trinity

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
212 8. Main 5t. PO Box 159
Cherry, IL 613170159
Phone §15-B94-2006
Diffice Email

HolvTSP(@gmail.com

Pastor of the Three Churches
Fr. Thaddeus Tran

Main Office: Holy Trinity Rectory
Pastoral Assistant: Julie Hollinger
Email: JulieHTC@@moutlook.com

fice Hours

Tuesday - Friday 9am - 1 pm

St. Thomas More

8t Thomas More Catholic Church
302 Chestrut 51.
Dralzell, IL 61320
Phone 8135-663-6201
Email
thomasmore32{@gmail.com
Adoration Room at STM

Open Monday - Sunday

Regular Hours
9 am - 6 pm

Rav/Tort Group taking orders now

To place your order, call 815-252-2215,
Leave name, phooe number, & your order

Ravs/Tort are $8.00/bag

St. Patrick

St. Patrick Catholic Church
106 Church 5t,
Arington, IL 61312
Phone E15-B94-2006
Mail: PO Box 159 Cherry IL 61317

Wehsite for the Three Churches
www_burcaucatholic.org
and on Facebook at
“Bureaun Catholic Churches™

Facebook for the Three Churches

Use Link on Home Page
www.burcaucatholic.org

Christmas Eve Choir Practice
Tues, Dec. 19th @ 6:30 pm

Emergency Number for all 3 Churches 779-248-2164
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9:45 am - 11:00 am at Cherry Church Hall
Sunday, December 17th - 5th thru Eth Grade

Sunday, December 24th - Mo Class / Christmas Break

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of December 18, 2023

STM
HT
HT
ST

N, T Sy

Mo Mass

Sharon Riva

Bob Lehn

Jerry Simkins
Cecelia McCormick

Mass Intentions for the weekend of December 23-24, 2023

Maonday 12/18
Tuasday 12/19 9:00 am
Wednesday 12/20 5:30 pm
Thursday 12/21 900 am
Friday 12/22 9:00 am
Saturday 12/23  4:00 pm
Sunday 12/24 E:30 am
13:30 arm
4:00 pm

10:00 pm

5t Thomas More
Holy Trinity

5t Patrick

5t Thomas More
St Patrick
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Sy Pyszka

For the Parishioners

Dave & Angela Miller
Christmas Eve - John Balima
Christimas Eve - Farishioners



REJOICE! THE SAVIOUR IS ON HIS WAY

The third Sunday of Advenl is called “Gaudele Sunday” because the Mass for today (in its onginal Latin texd), begins with the
opaning antiphon: "Gaudele in Doming semper” ~"Rajoice in the Lard always.” To remind oursetves that we are preparing for the
very joyful occasion of the birth of Jesus, we light the rose candle in the Advent wreath, and the priest may wear rose

vasiments, The common thema of the day's Scriplure readings is one of joy and encouragement. The readings urge us to make the
preparations required of us as we awail the rebirth of Jesus in our hearls and lives. Holy Scripure reminds s that the coming of
Jesus, past, present, and future, is the reason for our rejolcng.

Far starter, the Praphet Isaiah, in the first reading, encourages the Jewish exiles returning from Babylon to rejoice because their God,
Yahweh, is their strong Guide, Provider and Prolector.

Then, tha Responsonal Psalm is taken right oul of the Magnifical (Luke 1:46 1.}, Mary rejoices in the great blessing given to her,
excaiming: “My soul glonfies the Lord; my spirit finds joy in God my Savior.”

St. Paud, in the second reading, advises the Thessalonian Christians to “rejoice always” by leading blamelass, holy and thankful lives
guided by the Holy Sparil, because Christ's Second Coming is near, and he is faithful in his promise to reward them,

Today's Gospel lells us that John the Baptist came 1o bear wilness 1o Jesus as the Light of the world. The Baplizer wants all the
Jews to rejoice because the long-expectad Messiah, as the Light of the world, will remove the darkness of sin from the world,. We
rejoica at the humility of John the Baptizer, who tells the priests and Levites from Jerusalem that he is unworthy even fo become the
shave of Jesus the Messiah. We also rejoice In the sincerly and commitment of John who spent himself completely in preparing
people for the long-awaited Messiah, We have an additional reason (o rejoice because, like John the Baptizer, we, too, are chosen to
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Decemher!#lh Masses
Please be informed that the Sunday, December 24™ moming Masses are for the 4% Sunday of Advent, whereas the evening Masses

are Christmas Eve's. Becauss they are not the same, the faithful ought to attend both moming and Christmas Eve Mass if this is their
Christmas cholce Mass ~ 4:00pm @STM or 10:00pm @SP.

YOU & YOURS ARE INVITED...

Our upcoming 2023 CCD Christmas Program will be vesy special this year: we have lots of paricipants, All members of our churches,
especially the parents and grandparents, are encouraged to bring their children to this wonderful program. Afler the Christmas
program is over you are all invited to the STM hall for the CCD Christmas party.

BCR Alert Update
We recently have been told by Shaw Media that our phone text communication with BCR Alerts will be discontinued at the end of the

month. W will sand more information once we have a replacement app. After December 319 reminders and cancellations will be sent
to WLPO radio by either on their public announcements or on their website, on our own parish website or church announgements.

STM Mass Intention Shortage

STM Church i in dire need of Mass intentions, therefore we would appreciate Mass intentions from members.

LATEST OFFERING'S
DEC 10T WEEKEND THIRD SUNDAY CONFESSIONS
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CETAL OF THE ERRT AUTERFAF0S By SRS TH LA A Lid | oo, L5 ol i FLME S0 Il .

Dear Padre,

Was Jesus born in a stable or a cave? The Christmas
scene in our church has Jesus born in a little shed, but
in my friend’s church it looks more like a cave. The
Bible says Jesus was born in a manger, so just where

was Jesus born?

The Christmas scenes, sometimes called Nativity scenes or
créches, vary from church to church. In Scripture, we find more
details about the Mativity in Luke’s Gospel, but even he simply

THE COFPICE OF THE BLPISPD WG HANY ATTPRLTED TO SACTS s COEM

says that Mary wrapped lesus in swaddling clothes and Laid him in a manger because the inn was full (Luke 2:7).
In none of the Scriptures do we have any details about what the place looked like, but since a manger is a place
where caregivers feed livestock, we can assume that Jesus was born in a stable of some kind. At that time, small

caves sgometimes were used as stables.

wonder of God born among us, @

Mativity scenes, though, are not an attempt to present a historically accurate picture of where Jesus was barn,
Rather, scenes of the birth of Jesus remind us of the special love that God shows for us in sending the Son to us.
We do not care so much about creating an exact picture of what took place as we do of beholding the beauty and

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

MONDAY FRIDAY

December 18 December 22

Advent Weekday Advent Weekday

Jer 2%5-8 15m 1:24-28

Mt 1:18=25 Lk 1:4&-56

TUESDAY SATURDAY

Decamber 19 December 23

Advent Weekdoy Advent Weekday

Igs 13:2-7, Mal 3:1-4,

24-25a 2%-24

Lk 1:5-25 Lk 1:57-56
AWORD FROM POPE FRANCIS WEDNESDAY 5“"15'-:*' i

g December 20 Cecemioer
The Baptist is a modei for those in the Church Advent Weekday Fourth Sunday of Advent
who are called to proclaim Christ to others: s 7-10-14 2 5m 7:1-5,
they are able to do so only by detaching Lk 1:26-38 8b-12, 143, 16
Rom 16:25-27 Lk 1:26-38

from themselves and from worldliness, by S — om

not attracting people to themselves but
directing them toward Jesus. This is joy:
directing toward Jesus. And foy must be the
characteristic of our faith.

ALiguori

A Reiker reoeis Missiry

Timaly toplcs viewesd with

& Catholic perspactive
Cathoiic lpdate explores
contamporary issuas thrawgh
the lans of Catholic tesching
and traditions. Frint and
digital subacriptions| For maeg
miormation, vt Liguari.cag or
call 800-325-9521.

December 21

Advent Weekday

&g 2:B-14 or Zep 314-18a
Lk 1:35-45

ANGELUS, ROME, DECEMBER 13, 2020
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