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. The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary. and Joseph (E) i

COMMUMNITY  siach5:2-6, 12-14 / Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 / Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Family Gifts

FR. JOSEFPH JUKNIALIS

asked some folks what they carried with them as their mast treasured gift from their parents, One spoke

of the gift of freedom, As an adult he always felt loved and welcomed by his parents. Although he was not

always able to visit them as frequently as his life would allow, he was never made to feel guilty about it. It
was an atmosphere unpressured by any “have-tos® whether it concerned choices for marriage or profession or simply
for occasional family visits.

Another spoke of being taught by example that love in a family always extends to welcoming the stranger, caring
far the unfortunate, opening one’s home to those in pain. She learned to live that way because that was how her
parents lived.

Yet another spoke of her father’s gentleness and faithfulness as treasured gifts. And in truth she herself had
become gentle and faithful, both with Life and with God. Yet anather took note of his parents’ acceptance and
openness to differing cultures and traditions and value systems. It was a way of living he now took to himself and his
own family.

Mot every family may seem as graced as these individuals remember their own families, and no doubt these
families had flaws, too. Yet those qualities of a believer, enumerated by St. Paul in his Letter to the Colessians, make
for good family life as well: "heartfelt compassian, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, bearing with one
ancther and forgiving one another. And over all these put on love” {Colossians 3:12-14). &

What gift from your family do you hope to pass to the next generation?

filled with wisdem: and the Tavor of
God was upon him.
LUKE 2:40
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Holy Trinity 5t. Thomas More St. Patrick

Holy Trinity Catholic Church St Thomas More Catholic Church St. Patrick Catholic Church
212 S. Main St. PO Box 159 302 Chestnut 5t. 106 Church St.
Cherry, IL 61317-0159 Dalzell, IL 61320 Arlington, IL 61312
Phone 815-894-2006 Phone 815-663-6201 l Phone 815-894-2006
Office Email Email Mail: PO Box 159 Cherry IL 61317
HolyTSPi@gmail.com thomasmore32{@gmail .com
Pastor of the Three Churches Adoration Room at STM . 'Website for the Three Churches
Fr. Thaddeus Tran Open Monday - Sunday www, bureaucatholic.org
Regular Hours and on Facebook at
Main Office: Holy Trinity Rectory 0 am - & pm “Bureau Catholic Churches”
Pastoral Assistant: Julie Hollinger
Email: JulieHTCi@outlook.com Rav/Tort Group taking orders now Facebook for the Three Churches
To place your order, call $15-252-2215. | Use Link en Home Page
Office Hours Leave name, phone number, & your order www. bureaucatholic.org
Tuesday - Friday 9am - 1 pm Ravs/Tort are $8.00/bag

Emergency Number for all 3 Churches 779-248-2164

9:45 am - 11:00 am at Cherry Church Hall
sunday, December 31st - No class / Christimas Break
g 1WEL sunday, January 7th - K thru 4th Grade & Confirmation Class
. sunday, January 7th - Children’s Mass for 7th Grade

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of January 1, 2024

Michael Bickett

No Megdss

Jerry Simkins
Peter Fiocchi
Clifford Sondgeroth

Monday 1/1 9:00 am STM
Tuesday 1/2 9:00 am STM
Wednesday 1/3 5:30 pm HT
Thursday 1/4 9:00 am HT
Friday 1/5 9:00 am STM
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Mass Intentions for the weekend of January 6-7, 2024

Saturday 1/6 £:00 pm St Thomas More + Dorothy Orlandi
Sunday 1/7 £:30 am Haly Trinity t Ivan & Gladys Hassler
10:30 am St Patrick + Janelle Beattie Geiger

5:00 pm St Thomas More t+ For the Parishioners



HONORING THE HOLY FAMILY

On this, the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, we honar the Holy Family of J&sus Mary and Joseph. In honoring them, we
also honor all families, big or small. And in honoring all families, we honor the family of God, the Church. But most especially, we
focus in on the hidden, day-to-day life of the Holy Family of Nazareth.

What was it like to live day in and day oul in the household of S Joseph? Whal was it ke to have Jesus for a son, Mary as a wife
and mother, and Joseph as a father and husband? Their home would have certainly been a sacred place and a dwedling of true
peace and unity. But it would have also been so much more.

The family home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph would have been, Iin numerous ways, just ke any other home. They would have
retated together, talked, had fun, worked, eaten, dealt with problems, and encountered everything else that makes up daily family life.
Of course, the virtues of Jesus and Mary were perfect, and St Joseph was a truly Sjust man." Therefore, the overriding characteristic
of their home would have been love.

But with that said, their family would not have been exempt from dadly todl, hurt and challenges that face most families. For example,
they would have encountered the death of loved ones, St. Joseph most likely passed away prior to Jesus' public ministry. They
would have encountered misunderstanding and gossip from others. They would have had to fulfill all daily chores, eam a fving, put
food on the table, atlend gatherings of family and friends and the like. They would have fved normal family life in every way.

This is significant because it reveals God's love for family life. The Father allowed His Divine Son fo live this life and, 2s a result,
elevated family ke fo a place within the Trinity. The holiness of the Holy Family reveals to us that every family is invited to share in
(God's divine life and fo encounter ordinary daily ife with grace and wirfue. [Excwmpled from cathalic-gaiy-rfiechions com)

Big Cheers For Members Who.... \1
*Gave o the toy drive.

* Decorated outside and inside of our churches o make them look beautiful. g
“Vedunteered their time, takent and treasure fo support our fundraisers. /

* Made church contributions for 2023.

Please niote If you haven't already picked up your 2024 envelopes, they are in back of the churches. Let the office know if you do
not see yours, Also, those wanting a 2023 contribution letter may contact the church office. Thank You & God Bless!

Why is January 1st celebrated as New Year?

The first time January 1st came {0 be considered as the baginning of the new year was back in 45 BC. Before that, the Roman
calendar began in March and consisted of 355 days. It was Roman dictator Julius Caesar who reformed the Calendar afier coming
to power. He instiluled January 151 as the first day of the year, parlly to honor the month’s namesake: Janus, the Roman god of
beginnings, whose two faces allowed him to look back into the past and forward info the future. However, large parts of Europe did
not accept it ill well into the mid-16th cenfury, With the advent of Christianity, January 1st as the beginning of a new year was seen
as pagan and December 254h, as the day of the birth of Jesus, was considerad acceplable. It was only after Pope Gregory reformed
the Julian calendar and standardized January 1st as the first day of a new year that it slowly became acceptable. The start of a new
year is an excellent time to make positive changes, which is why many people write down their resclutions for the coming year.
Exvamiag from hindustantimes com) : _

LATEST OFFERING’'S CONFESSIONS

DeC 24TH WEEKEND

HT — $ 1.309.00
RETIRE $50
SP - $ 1.255.00
CATH SCHOOL - 520
STM- $ 2,22205

COMFESSIONS WILL BE
SaT. JaM &6TH

10:30-11:15 am AT
ST THOMAS MORE
IN THE HALL




Dear Padre,

How much should we support our adult children? We
have a niece and a daughter who are both healthy,
capable, and in their twenties. We have set boundaries
and continue to give to them but they just can’t seem
to get their act together. Would it be unchristian to cut

them off?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes in detail the duties
of family members toward each other (CCC 2214-33), Parents are e
respansible to ensure that their children grow up in faith and to

meet their basic needs. Children should show respect toward their parents and, as they grow older, assist them as
needed. As children become adults, they should take on responsibility for themselves and parents are not to pressure
them inta choices of a profession or @ spouse, while at the same time, "giving their children judicious advice...” [CCC
2230). At some peint, children need to become responsible adults, which brings us to your point.

You seem to have done what is required as parents, At the same time, you would not want to abandon young
adults if physical, mental, or emotional factors prevent them from assuming the responsibility of adulthoaod. If they
are healthy, capable young people they should be able to progress in life without your financial assistance. To help
them toward this goal, you may want to set very specific limits, perhaps with the help of a counselor, and then
consistently follow those limits. @

MOLSELLLTE

Fr. John K. Schmidt, CSsR / DearPadre.org

MOMDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FHIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
January 1 January 2 January 3 January 4 January 5 Janusary & January 7
Mory, Holy Sts. Basil Christrmos e Elizabeth 5t lohn Christrmas Epiphany
Mother af God fhe Great Weekday Ann Seton, Meurmaan, Weekday af the Lord
Mrm &:22-27 ong Gregary 1n 2:29-3% Religious Bishag 1)n 5:5-13 Iz &0:1-6
Gal $4-7 Mozignzen, In1:79-14 1In 37-10 1in 3:11-21 Mk 17-11 or Eph 3:2-3a,
Lk 2:16-21 Bishops and In 1:35-42 In 1:43-51 Lk3:23-380r  5-6
Doctors of the 323, 31-34, Mt 2:1-12
Chisrch 36, 38
10 72128 Daybreaks inspires during our Chureh's hollast seasons.
- Leading Cathalic volces inspira tha faithful with daily reflections & prayers for Advent and Lant. Including:
Inl:19-28 Fr. Ron Rolhessar, O, Mary Katharing Deeley, S Dianne Bergant, Fr. Paul Turnar, and more at Liguori.cog.

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

In imitation of the Holy Family, we are called to rediscover the
educational value of the family unit: it requires being founded
on the love that always regenerates relationships.... [I[f you
quarrel within the family, de not end the day without making
peace....And do you know why? Because a cold war, day after
day, is extremely dangerous.
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