O“r Parish December 3, 2023 . .
First Sunday of Advent (B) g
c o M M u “ l T Y Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 / 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 / Mark 13:33-37

You do not
“the time will come.

How Has God Shaped You?

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

ametimes it seems as if life is a laboratory of designed experiments on how to become human, all of them
s allotted ten-vear blocks. _

Have you noticed how nine- and ten-year-olds can be easy to be around? Then about the time we've
gotten being a kid down to a science, life begins to move us into adolescence. We want to be independent and
responsible, but we don't yet have all the skills. We have sexual feelings, but we're ex pected not to act on them
About the time we reach adulthood and move into our twenties, it seems we can finally do what we want, but then
we might drink too much, spend too much, drive too fast, and party too long. Once we begin to settle down around
year thirty, we have to learn how to live with another person. One Likes it warm, the other coal. One seeks to save, the
other spends. One |5 8 homebody, the other enjoys going out on the town. By the time we've gotten to our sixties and
seventies, we may have figured out life, but by then we've used up most of our enerqy.

What's going on?

Faith suggests it's the hand of God shaping us into the sort of persons were meant to be. "Lord, you are our father;
we are the clay and you our potter; we are all the work of your hand” (Isaiah 64.7). Advent may be a time to figure out
how God is acting in your life now and look back to see that God was shaping you all along. @

Reflect
What did you learn in your last ten-year block of life?
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Holy Trinity

Holy Trimity Catholic Church
212 8. Main St. PO Box 159
Cherry, IL 613170159
Phone 815-894-2006
Office Email
Holy TSP pmail.com

Pastor of the Three Churches
Fr. Thaddeus Tran

Main OfMce: Holy Trinity Rectory
Pastoral Assistant: Julie Hollinger
Email: JulieHTCi@outlook.com

Diflice Hours
Tuesday - Friday 9am -1 pm

St. Thomas More

St Thomas More Catholie Church
302 Chestnut 5L
Dalzell, IL 61320
Phone &15-603-6201
Email
thomasmore32@Egmail com

Adoration Room at 5TM
Open Monday - Sunday
Regular Hours
% am - 6 pm

Rav/Tort Group taking orders now
To place your order, call 815-252-2215.
Leave name, phone mumber, & vour order
Ravs/Tort are $8.00/hag

St. Patrick

St. Patrick Catholic Church
106 Church St
Ardington, IL 61312
Phone 815-894-2006
Mail: PO Box 159 Cherry IL 61317

Website for the Three Churches
www, buraaucatholic.org
and on Facebook at
*Hurezu Catholic Churches™

Faccbook for the Three Churches

Use Link on Home Page
www.bureaucatholic.org

Emergency Number for all 3 Churches 779-248-2164
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945 am - 11:00 am at Cherry Church Hall
Sunday, December 3rd - 5th thru 8th Grade

Sunday, December 10th - K thru 4th grade & Confirmation class

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of December 4, 2023

STM

HT

HT {Immac. Concept. WVigil)
STM (Immac. Concept.)
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Judy Guerrini

John & Phyllis Hanck
Daisy Kopek
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{ For The Parishioners

Mass Intentions for the weekend of December 9-10, 2023

Monday 12754

Tuesday 12/5 9:00 am
Wednesday 12/6  5:30 pm
Thursday 12/7 5:00 pm
Friday 1278 9:00 dim
Saturday 12/9 4:00 pm
Sunday 12/10 8:30 am

10:30 am

5:00 pm

St Thomas More
Holy Trinity

St Patrick

st Thomas More

+ Julie Taliani

+ Don & Virginia McNally

t+ The Joseph Flanagan Family
t For The Parishioners



The Solemnity of Immaculate Conception - What Does It Mean?

Today, we honor the glorious and miraculous Immaculate Conception of our Blessed Mather, and it is fitting that we see it as an
act of God's profound mercy. Why is that so7 What is it about this solemnity that is so closely inked to mercy?

Mercy is a gratuitous gift of God. By “gratuitous” we mean that it is not merted or eamed. Mercy is not owed to us by God, Ifit
were, it would not be mercy, it would be our rght. But we have no right to mercy. It Is freely given by God and it is given in
abundance.

As for this glorious Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, it's important to look at it as a gratuitous gift from

two perspectives. First, the “immaculate Conceplion® means that when God created the Blessed Viegin Mary, He created har
without sin. This was done through what we call a prevenient grace. This grace given her is an act of God's perfect and
gratuitows mercy. She did not eam it or menit it; rather, God in His goodness chose to creale her without orginal sin so as to
have a suitable instrument by which the Son could come into the world. Mary, for her part, embraced this gift and chose fo
remain sinless throughout her life by a continual act of her free will.

Second, in creafing cur Blessed Mother immaculately, God did not keep her to Himself. He was nof selfish with her. Instead,
He chose to make this perfection of His creation our own mother. The Immaculate Mother Mary is now our spintual mother in
the order of God’s grace and mercy. This, also, is an act of perfect gratuitous mercy on the part of our loving God. We do not
deserve such a spirtual mother and protectress, but we have her and she is always there interceding for us and bestowing
many graces from God upon us as a perfect mother would.

Blessed Mother, who was conceived without Original Sin, pray for us. (Excenad fom cafode-gady-redections. com)

- A Time tR r Christmas
The season of Advent is & special time for God's people to get ready for His Son's birthday on Decambar 25®, Wa should do our best to ba
well prepared for Jesus 1o enter our hearts and souls at Christmastime, and the best way to gel ready is by going fo confession.
Daily Mass Time Change
There will be no moming Mass on Thurs, Dec. T at HT due to the fact thal # is the eve of the Feast of the Immaculate Concaption. which is
& holy day of abligation. For Mass time and location please read the Mass Intentions section in the bullatin.

*Church Christmas decorating may begin at all three parishes the week of December 11*

| W r n
It is that time of the year to be sure you are signad up 1o receive BCR Alerts on your call phone, W ulilize lexicaster 1o send ouf any
cancellabons or changes o Mass times. Pleass be cautious when coming lo chureh in inclemant weather, we care about your safiety. Mass
can be walched online by chcking Swatch the Mass™ or Facebook link on buresucatholic.ong. i you need help geting signed up, please
contact Julie in the office at §15-894-2006 and she can help you. Instruction shests are in back of the churches on how %o sign up. We now
have & direct link on our website home page.

Christmas Toy Drive — Last Minute Reminder
The Toy Drive volunteers will be coming to collect all the donated toys on Tussday, December 50, Therefore, i you still want to donata toys

to this meaningful prolect, please bring your foys to the church office Tuesday momdng or they can be dropped off at STM by entering the
Adoration doors.

LATEST OFTERING 5 FIRST SUNDAY / 7% CONFESSIONS
Nov 26TH WEEKEND OF ADVENT: §
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Dear Padre,

Why are the Gospels Matthew and Mark so alike? Why did
the Church keep both Gospels when so much of Mark seems
to be a mirror image of Matthew?

The Gospels were written over time and used by the faithful when they
gathered for worship. They read the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament)
and accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus collected by Matthew, Mark,
and Luke.

This first page of the

The Christian communities were nEtEtn great Gospel of Mark s from
distances from one another. A community may have a fourteenth-century
had access to only one of these accounts. There is Bemenian Huminated

manuscipt palnting by

considerable similarity because the Gospel writers
depended on one another, ALl three Gospels include
some of the same incidents. Each also has incidents or details unigue to
that Gospel

These were not the only accounts written about the life and ministry of
lesus. At some point, the Church had to decide which should be considered the inspired word of God, There were four
accounts that were widely used: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, With their similarities and differences, the Church
accepted these four accounts as Gospel—the Good News. @

Sargis Pilsek,

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
Decamber 4 December 5 December & Decembrer 7 December 8 Decamber 9 December 10
Advent Weekday  Advent Weekday  Adven! Weekday S8 Ambrose, immaculate Advent Weekdoy  Second Sunday
Is 2:1-5 Is 11:1-10 Is 25:6-10a Bishap and Conception af Is 30:19-21, of Advernt
Mt 8:5-11 Lk 10:31-24 Mt 15:29-37 Doctor of the the Blessed 23-26 Is 40:1-5, 9-11
Church Virgin Mary Mt 9:35~ 1Pt 3:8-14
Is 26:1-6 an 3:9-15, 20 10:1, 5a, 6-8 Mk 1:1-8
Mi 721, 24-37 Eph 1:3-8,
11-12
Lk 1:26-38

Helping Catholics Apply Gospel Messages Today!

Find hapea and Inegpiration & the award-winping Liguanian magagne, Subscriptions awailabla for as Iittle as $12 par pear. Visit Liguorian.org for details.

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

[Iesus] ...is at the door to our heart. He knocks. Do
you know how to listen to the Lord...who has come
today to visit you...? He came to Bethlehem, he
will come at the end of the world, but every day he
comes to us. Be attentive, look at what you feel in
your heart when the Lord knocks.

ANGELUS, ROME, NOVEMEBER 2%, 2020
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