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Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (4)

c o M M u " ' ' ? Exodus 19:2-6a / Romans 5:6-11 / Matthew 9:36—-10:8

Then [Jesus] summaoned his
twelve disciples and gave them
authority over mgean ?ﬁrits to
drive them out and to cure every
disease and every illness.

MATTHEW 10:1

Jesus Calls Together the Twelve

ANN M. GARRIDO

Imost everyone who has picked up a Bible has heard of the twelve tribes of Israel. Named after the

twelve sons of the patriarch lacob, the twelve tribes feature prominently in the Hebrew Scriptures. The
twelve tribes are freed from slavery in Egypt and enter the Promised Land together. They then choose from
among themselves a king. What would Vacation Bible School be without stories of the twelve tribes?

But read beyond the familiar lore of VBS, and one quickly discovers that the twelve tribes did not remain
united. First, the tribes in the North were conquered by the Assyrians. Later, the tribes of the South were
decimated by the Babylonians. The family once called by God to become a holy nation was scattered by war and
the political machinations of their own leaders. They became like sheep without a shepherd, no longer a flock.

And that is where lesus steps in, as we read in today's gospel. As he looks at his people—God's
chosen family—he sees how wounded and lost they are; how polarized they have become, Jesus
knows what he needs to do. He calls together the Twelve—a significant number. Jesus saw himself
as reuniting his people after a season of painful separation from one another.

Today, Jesus cantinues to call people to participate in the ministry of reconciliation. Can you #ﬁgi’:}#;ﬂﬂ
imagine your name included among the “twelve” as one who will help heal a divided nation? ® ::1; fﬂﬁ ::wsn
Reflect

Do I unite people by my words and actions, or am I more of a divider?
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ST. BARBARA FARISH

302 Chestnut Street
Dalzell IL 61320

Fhone 815-894-2006
Email: Stharbaraparish2{@outlook.com
=z Website: www.bureaucatholic.org

Adoration Room at
STM Site
Open Daily from 9 am-6 pm T
St. Thomas More Site Holy Trinity Site
302 Chestnut Street Confession Info Farish Office
Dalzell IL Saturday mortting, alternating 212 § Main Stree
between STM Site & HT Site PO BOX 159
in the Confessional between
10:30 am-11:15am Cherry IL
Church Office Info
Pastor: Father Thaddeus Tran Emergency Number: 779-248-2164
Pastoral Assistant; Melissa Pasillas Email: Melissahte@outlook.com

Office Hours at HT site: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday Sam-1pm

E-giving is a great way o continue supporting your church, especially
during the busy summer months. To sign up, visiling our website,
“burcaucatholic.org”; scroll down on home page to “Flease Consider
Qur Online Giving™ on the right side. If you need help, contact the
church office.

St. Barbara Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of June 15, 2026

Monday Q615 T No Mass

Tuesday 06/16 9:00 am STM Site 1 Kathy Sondgeroth
Wednesday  06/17 5:30 pm HT Site T Herman & Mary Hahn
Thursday 06/18 9:00 am HT Site T Wayne Pinter

Friday 06/19 9:00 am STM Site T John Balma

St. Barbara Mass Intentions for the weekend of June 13 — 14, 2026
Saturday 06/20 4:00 pm ST. Thomas More Site T Tony Fanizzi
Sunday 06/21 9:00am Holy Trinity Site T For the Parishioners



Our Vocation and Mission as Harvesters |

Today's readings focus on two essential and related
elements: election by God of a group of people and the mission associated
with that election with respect to everyone else. They point to something
fundamental for us to understand not only in terms of sound ecclesiology but
also to grasp better our vocation and mission as Chnistians, priests and
religious.

We see these two elements in the first reading from the Book of
Exodus. when God chose the lsraglites to be His special people, His
“treasured possession,” and a “priestly kingdom and a holy nation.” He did so
not because the sons and daughters of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were intrinsically better than any other
race of people or nation — as we know from the chronicle of their infidelities — but so that He could prepare
a people, through a Covenant, to be ready to receive the gift of God's own Son as the Messiah and Savior of
the whole World. Likewise in the second reading taken from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans, we can
ponder the reality of our election as Christians and what that means. We were chosen by God in baptism
and made His special people. Finally, in the Gospel today of St. Matthew, we see that that Messiah and
Savior chooses, from among all of those following Him, twelve disciples, giving them a special task — both
by their words as well as by the miraculous deeds He gave them authority and power to accomplish — to
announce that the kingdom of God was at hand. They were not chosen because they were superior to the
rest of disciples, but because Jesus wanted to give them a task to do for all the rest. The last thing we see is
the spirit with which Jesus wants us to respond. He tells us at the end of today’s Gospel passage, "Without
cost you have received; without cost you are to give.” Everything we have and are we have received from
God. This is our migsion. This is the reason why we were chosen. This is the task of the Catholic Church and
every faithful Catholic.

To strengthen us for this hard work and as a reward for it, Jesus gives us His own flesh and blood in
the Eucharist. In it we learn the meaning of generosity, how to give our body and shed our blood and sweat
for the salvation of others. This is just one more proof that the Lord, who calls us to this mission, will give us
all the help we need to fulfill it, if only we say yes, if only we look with compassion on the same crowds, if
only we turn in prayer to the Harvest Master and plead for laborers and respond, rolling up our sleeves and
going out with urgency to gather for Him those who are ripe and even those that still need to ripen.

Church Announcements fexcerpied from:catholicpreaching, com)

The Sacred Heart Devotion: In accordance with Diccesan 150th Anniversary
Celebrations, devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is greatly encouraged throughout
the whole year. Therefore, we sincerely urge all members to adopt a special devation to
Jesus' Sacred Heart.

2026 IV Cursillec Reminder; The Men's Cursillo will be June 11-14 and the Women's
Cursillo will be June 25-28 at Peterstown. If you have any questions please contact Jyll
Pozzi or visit the website at illincisvalleycursillo.com

Homebound Announcement: Homebound people are very impaortant to the Church.
The o ffice Is trying to make a list of all homebound members wha need to be visited. o
Piease let the office know if you have any information

Next Confessions Latest Offering’s
about such members. Thank You.

Confession will be June 7th Weekend
Fte_nrement Breakfast: Parishioners, we would like to Sat. Tane 20k St. Barbara Parish
invite you to join us for a farewell breakfast for Fr. : Total Collections:
Thaddeus Tran on Sunday June 28th after 9am Mass at 10:30 am-11:15 am o
HT Hall. Please see flyer. STM Site §2,695.00

it the confessional
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Dear Padre,

| struggle to relate to traditional devotions like the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Any advice?

Christ instructed his followers to love the Lord God with all our heart,
soul, and mind. (See Matthew 22:37) We seek a deeper union with God
not only through reason and understanding but also through feelings
and affections. However, as Pope Francis pointed out, "Many people
feel safer...in the more readily controllable domain of intelligence and
will” (Dilexit Nos [On the Human and Divine Love of the Heart of Jesus
Christ], 10). Descartes said of us, | think, therefore | am,” but it can also
be said that *| am my heart, for my heart is what sets me apart, shapes
my spiritual identity, and puts me in communion with other people” (DN
14).

Moreover, the heart “is the place of encounter” with God (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, 2563). Pope Francis acknowledges that some people today may not find the Sacred Heart
image to be meaningful (See DN 2.), but its "a summaons to make room for an encounter with Christ...in whatever
way we wish to picture him” (ON 57). “More than any other part of his body, the heart of Jesus™ represents “his
boundless love™ (DN 48). Therefore, “any act of love or worship of his heart is thus ‘really and truly given to
Christ himself; since it spontaneously refers back to him and is 'a symbol and a tender image of the infinite love

PO LY ALLLTE MO

of Jesus Christ™ (DN 50). @ Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Jume 15 June 16 June 17 June 13 Jume 19 June 20 June 21
Weskday Weekday Weskday Weekday Weskday Weekdaoy Twelfth Sundoy
1 Kgs 21:1-16 1Kgs 21:17-2% 7 Kgs 21, 6-14  Sir 48:1-14 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 2Chr 24:17-25  in Ordinary
Mt 5:38-42 Me 5:453-48 Mt 6:1-6, Mt &:7-15 9-18, 20 Mt 6:24-34 Time
16-18 Mt 5:15-23 Jer 20:10-13
Do you have a question for the Padre? Rom 5:12-15
Go to DearPadre.org to send your guestion and to Learn more about Dear Podre: Mt 10:26-3%

A WORD FROM POPE LED XIV
Humility is really freedom from ourselves.... Those who exalt
themselves generally think that nothing is more interesting than
themselves; yet, deep down, they are quite insecure.... Dear
friends, today let us pray that the Church will always be a school
¥ of humility for everyone, a home where all are welcome, a place
- where rivalries are set aside and where Jesus...teaches us to
imitate his own humility and freedom.

ANGELUS, ROME, AUGUST 31, 2025
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