Our Parigp ~»=
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time {A) » i
COMMUNITY  seremish20:10-13 / Romans 5:12-15 / Matthew 10:26-33 i

L -Md nor secret that
‘lﬂilmt be known.*
MATTHEW 10:26

The Freedom of Letting Go of Secrets

FR.THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

ecrets. The disabling fear of discovery. Trying so hard to conceal something that we do not want others to
Sknnw. Often, we guard secrets closely because we believe we will be embarrassed, punished, or excluded if
our secrets are made known,

Sometimes, we hold tightly to secrets because we are ashamed. We keep other secrets because
of the dynamics of family life: "We do not share our family business with anyone.” All secrets can be
difficult to keep—some more than others. Perhaps the most difficult secret to hold is one that we
fear defines our personal integrity and authenticity. It is the fear not only of discovery but also of
perception: How will | be perceived if this is made known? Will | still be accepted? Or, even mare

painful: Will | be rejected, and how complete will the rejection be? %-EH?;L#:E:;
The “good news” of the gospel is that “nothing is concealed that will nat be revealed” {Matthew g;ﬁﬂ::ff;’”

10:26). In other words, there is nothing that can remain tucked away forever. Everything is revealed

in one way or another, Gospel grace and freedom result when a person chooses to freely release whatever it is that

burdens them, including closely held secrets, It is the ultimate experience of dying to self to claim eternal life. @

Reflect
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ST. BARBARA PARISH

302 Chesinut Streel
Dalzell IL 61320

Fhone 815-894-2006
Email: Stharbaraparish2(@outlook.com
Website: www.burcaucatholic.org

Adoration Room at
STM Site ipe ms R R =
Open Daily from 9 am-6 pm T R R
St. Thomas More Site Holy Trinity Site
302 Chestnul Street Confession Info Parish Office
Dalzell L, Saturday morning, alternating 212 $ Main Street

between STM Site & HT Site

in the Confessional between PO BOX 159
10:30 am-11:15am Cherry IL
Church Office Info
Fastor: Father Thaddeus Tran Emergency Number: 779-248-2164
Fastoral Assistant: Melissa Pasillas Email: Melissahic@outlook.com

Office Hours at HT site: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday Sam-1pm

Reminder to all CCD Parenls

As this beautiful summer has begun, we would like to wish all our CCD students a
faith filled, fun and safe summer vacation. We would also like to remind parents to
please do your best to always bring vour children to Sunday Mass especially those
students who have received communion for the first time this past May.

St. Barbara Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of June 22, 2026

Monday 06/22 T No Mass

Tuesday 06/23 9:00 am STM Site T Marzaret Gustafson
Wednesday 06/24 5:50 pm HT Site ¥ Leo Greskiwez & Leroy Finter
Thursday 06/25 9:00am HT Site T Mary Jane Tuttle

Friday 06/26 9:00am STM Site T John Balma

St. Barbara Mass Intentions for the weekend of June 27 — 28, 2026
Saturday 06/27 4:00 pm ST. Thomas More Site T Myra Carlson
Sunday 06/28 9:00 am Holy Trinity Site t For the Parishioners



A REFLECTION ON ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST’S NATIVITY

Feast Day : June 24th

As we are about to celebrate John the Baptist birthday on Wednesday, June 24™, let us reflect
on this very unigue and important person in the history of human salvation.

Apart from Jesus’ birthday, John the Baptist is one of the lwo persons whose birthdays are
celebrated by the Church annually — our Blessed Maother Mary and John, because of Jahn's
prominent role in the history of salvation as the forerunner of the Messiah. It was he who
prepared Israel to receive their long-awaited Messiah by preaching repentance.

The first reading is taken from the prophet |saiah “Servant Songs”™. This passage was chosen most obviously for its
reference to the servant having been named from his mother’s womb (see Luke 1:60). But the passage also expresses
important aspects of lohn's career as a prophet to God's people and a light to the nations. At the same time his status
as servant makes him subordinate to Jesus, The author wrote these verses during the final days of the Babylonian
exile. Christians understand this as a Messianic prophecy where the Servant |s Christ. Isaiah compares the Servant to a
“sharpened sword” and a “polished armow.” This Servant Jesus will bring salvation to the Gentiles too.

The second reading, taken from the Acts of the Apostles, is part of a speech given by Paul in a synagogue in Pisidian
Antioch. The passage, describing the mission of John the Baptist and telling of his pivotal role in salvation history, won
a place in the Gospel proclamation af the early Christians. In the passage, lohn the Baptist in all humility publicly
acknowledged that his role was only that of a herald for the Messiah. As such, he had the task of preparing lsrael to
receive the Messiah by Inviting them to receive the baptism of repentance,

John the Baptist birth is narrated in the Gospel; it is a contrast between John and Jesus in 5t. Luke's narratives: Both
hirths are miraculous, Jlohn was born of his aged parents and Jesus from a virgin. The coming births of both were
announced by the angel: John's in the Holy of Holies in the Temple whereas lesus’ in a village house, The mission of
lohn was to be the forerunner of the Messiah; the mission of Jesus was to be the saving Messiah. Luke highlights the
greatness of Jesus and the subsidiary position of lohn as the precursor of the Messiah and the herald of God's coming
kingdam. [Excerpted from VATICAN NEWS “vaticannews.va"]

Church Announcements

Second Collection for “Peter’s Pence”: For centuries, Catholics have expressed our unity with the Pope by giving to
the Peter's Pence Collection, which supports the Holy Father's mission to proclaim Christ’s message of unity and
peace 10 the world. This Collection will be taken up on June 27 & 28.

Book Sale: As part (o the Diocesan 150th Anniversary celebration, the diocese has put together a beautiful book full
of history and pictures of all the churches within the diocese, Only a few books left to purchase; if vou would like
one, please call the office before they are all gone.

Happy Father's Day: As we celebrate Father's Day, June 21st we would like ta wish all our beloved fathers pood
health and plenty of blessings from God.
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Dear Padre,

For the past year or so, | have been trying to pray on a
regular basis, but | am constantly distracted. My mind
wanders so easily. Do you have any suggestions?

Distractions in prayer are an inescapable part of the human condition
and the results of our imagination. Even great saints experienced
distractions in prayer. Some of their suggestions may help. For
example, when 5t. Thérése of Lisieux struggled with prayer, she
would recite an Our Father or Hail Mary or read from the gospels.
Praying as an act of faith or returning to God's presence and love can
turn our focus away from other concerns, but, even then, distractions
may still arise.

When we become aware of distractions, we should calmly renew
our focus and continue our prayer. Saint Teresa of Avila wrote in The interior Costle, “We should not be distressed
by reason of our thoughts, nor allow ourselves to be worried by them.... [Thoughts are] inevitable. Do not let
[them] disturb or grieve you.” No matter how often distractions return or how long they last, they are not sinful;
rather, they are opportunities to show God that we are sincere about praying.

Saint Alphonsus, another great teacher of prayer, reminds us that prayer is necessary, beneficial, and always
possible. He advises us to hang in there, because the devil would like nothing better than for us to stop praying. @

The Redemptorists f DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Jume 22 June 23 June 24 June 25 June 26 June 27 June 28
Weekday Weekdoy The Nativity Weekday Weskday Wzekday Thirteenth
2 Kgs 17:5-8, 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, of 5t john the 2 Kgs 24:8-17 2 Kgs 25:1-12 Lam 2:2, 10-14, Sunday in
13-153, 18 14-21,31-35a,  Baptist Mt 7:21-29 Mt 8:1-4 18-1% Ordipary Time
Mt T1-5 £1:7 |5 49:1-6 Mt 8:5-17 2 Kgs 4:8-11,
Mt 75, 12-14 Acts 13.22-26 14-16a
Lk 1:57-66 80 Rom 6:3-4,
8-11
Me 10:37-42

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
It is wonderful to think that, when we consider our individual
calling...each of us can say with confidence: “Despite my
weakness, the Lord is not ashamed of my humanity. Instead, he
comes to dwell within me. He accompanies me with his Spirit;
he enlightens me and makes me an instrument of his love for
others, for society, and for the world."

REGINA CAELI, ROME, MAY 25, 2025
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