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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M U H l T ? 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a / Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 / Matthew 10:37-42
All for Jesus

MIGUEL DULICK

oday’s gospel passage is challenging. If anyone other than lesus told you that if you love your own family

“more than me,” you are “not worthy of me.” you would Laugh in their face! Or, is this what scholars call a
“semitism™a culturally conditioned exaggeration used for effect? What about you are ‘not worthy of me” unless
you “take up [your] cross and follow me,” or “whoever finds his life will lose it"7 Does Jesus mean these literally,
or are these metaphors? And what is “a prophet's reward™?

A friend of mine tried an experiment. . -

He took the Gospel of Matthew and read ﬁ

it through from start to finish as if he had g
never seen it before. He was astonished! F- Ky
Jesus was serious. He meant it—all of it. Try
it yourself without looking for loopholes.

The key in the reading today is “for my
sake.” The standard, the rule, that absolute
mark is "me," that is, Jesus himself, only
besus, always Jesus, And Jesus sets that
mark very high. Take up your crass? Jesus
was abandoned on the cross. lesus gave
away his Mather from the cross. Jesus lost
his life on the cross. But he found that life:
resurrection! That is “a prophet's reward,” is
it not?

I have to love Jesus’ promise, a special
“reward"” for just sharing “a cup of cold
water” with a “little one.”

It reminds me of Honduras,
where | live. Here, a cup of

cold water can make the [lesus said,] “Whoever gives
e difl‘erenr:: between i._ire only a cup of cold m
;:IE] ﬁl;mgfss” and deat jAnd that is no _ to one of these little ones
COMMUNITY exaggeration! @ | to drink batate e isa
disciple—amen, | say to you,
Reflect he w:-;:ural! not lose his
Have I'read a whole gospel gk L
from start to finish? MATTHEW 10:42
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Adoration Room at
STM Site
Qpen Daily from 9 am-6 pm

St. Thomas More Site

302 Chestnut Street Confession Info
; Saturday morning, alternatin PR
e between STM Site & HT Site. ? ];‘; E;fﬂ
in the Confessional between "
10:30 am-11:15am Cherry IL
Church Office Info
Pastor: Father Thaddeus Tran Emergency Number: 779-248-2164
Fastoral Assistant: Melissa Pasillas Email; Melissahtc{@outlook.com

Office Hours at HT site: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am-1pm

E-giving is a great way fo continue supportng your church, especially

ﬂ e during the busy summer months. To sign up, visiting our website,
. A “burcaucatholic.org™: scroll down on home page to “Flease Consider
: E(.DIJHTI?
I

o

_ Our Online Giving” on the right side. If you need help, contact the
L | church office.

St. Barbara Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of June 29, 2026

Monday 06/29 T No Mass
Tuesday 06/30 9:00 am STM Site T Betty Lou Kinney
Wednesday 07/01 5:30 pm HT Site T Nancy Floroplus
Thursday 07/02 9:00 am HT Site T Mary Jane Smith
Friday Q7/03 9:00am STM Site T Annie Bukovick

St. Barbara Mass Intentions for the weekend of July 4 - 5, 2026
Saturday 07/04 4:00 pm ST. Thomas More Site t For the Parishioners
Sunday 07/05 200 am Holy Trinity Site T Sandy Carlson



STS. PETER AND PAUL -TWO PILARS OF THE CHURCH .
Feast Day June 25th

On this day, we honor Saints Peter and Paul who guided the early Church just after
the time of Jesus. Both died as martyrs for the faith in Rome, during the
persecutions of Emperor Nero in the early 60s, just thirty years after the death of
lesus.

Peter was crucified upside down in the courtyard to the left of 5t. Peter’s Basilica
and was buried in the nearest cemetery which was on top of Vatican Hill; 5t. Peter
Basilica was later built on top of Peter’'s tomb, with the main altar directly on top of
his tomb.

On the other hand, Paul was beheaded between Rome and the sea, in a
place now called Tre Fontane (Italian for “three fountains”). Paul was also buried in the nearest cemetery; the
Basilica of 5t. Paul outside the Walls was later build on top of his tomb,

Each of these two saints is important for different reasons. Peter was the first Pope and kept the Church
united as it grew very rapidly in the years following Pentecost. In the first years after Pentecost, it was the Jewish
people who accepted Jesus as the Savior and so the early Church was a very Jewish Church. But as time went on,
Paul began to preach also to non-lewish people, the Gentiles as they were called. All of us are Gentiles. His
preaching was very successful, and he brought huge numbers of nen-lewish people into the Church, so much so
that the number of Jewish people in the Church was greatly outnumbered by non-Jewish people. It is because of
Paul that we are now in the Church. 5o both Peter and Paul had very important tasks in the early Church: Peter
maintained the unity in the Church, which during his lifetime had already spread throughout the Middle East and
Europe; Paul taught the Jewish people that Jesus is the fulfiliment of their Old Testament hopes and the Gentiles
that Jesus is the Savior. Whenever you see statues of Peter and Paul, usually Peter Is holding a key symbolizing
his duty as head of the Church, and Paul is holding the Bible symbolizing his preaching,

{excarptad Frorm: Erbarmmylane com fhomiliesfyears abe/peter_and_paul)

Church Announcements

A Warm Welcome To Fr. Small: As Fr. Tran's tenure is coming to an end, all members of 5L. Barabra Parish would
like to welcome the new Administrator, Fr. Small, with open arms. We are looking forward to having a great
pastoral relationship with Fr. Small. Most of all we thank God and the Bishop to have blessed us with a new priest,
Please join us after 9am Mass on Sunday June 28th to say our last goodbye and wish Fr. Tran well In his retirement.

From The Pastor's Desk: | would like to thank all people who have helped me serve the 5t. Barbara Parish
parishioners in countless ways, specifically by donating their money, time, efforts ,talents , etc... Also, | like to
express my heartfelt appreciation to all the member's of the Dalzell's Rav Group who have been very enthusiastic in
their hard work to financially support the Church. May God bless and keep you always.

Fr. Thaddeus Tran
“Happy July Fourth” : Independence Day can be viewed as a day to give thanks for the freedom and blessings
bestowed upon our nation, recognizing that these freedoms are gift from God. It’s a time to reflect on the
responsibilities that come with freedom, and to remember those who fought for and continue to defend the nation’s

liberty. As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of Independence, let us thank our heavenly Father for having blessed

Latest Offering’s our beloved nation with an abundance of great things. Next Confessions
June 21st Weekend Confession will be
St. Barbara Parish Sat. july 4th
Total Collections: 10:30 am-11:15 am
$5,056.00 STM Site

in the confessiomal



Dear Padre,

I raised my children in the faith, but

two of them left the Church to embrace
another denomination, and two others,
although still Catholic, have not
committed to regular church attendance.
| worry about their salvation.

Your experience is not unknown to many Catholic
parents. Many mothers and fathers could probably
carry on a good conversation with you about their concerns for the faith lives of their children.

The journey of faith has many paths. An individual may think more deeply about the meaning of life or may
find religion after a momentous experience or in the process of gathering with a community in which they find
spport, clarity, shared beliefs, or guidelines for living maorally. For those of us who grew up believing, chances
are, we were not introduced to religion through logic. Children are brought ta church long before they are aware
of their need for God, They learn doctrine and attend worship before questions of faith and religion form within
them, Passing an the faith is a great gift that parents give, and it will serve these young people well. Your
children have the tools to help them find their way, and God continues to be with them, Follow the example of
St. Monica and pray for them, Trust this one to God and continue to be a good example. @

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

LY

Do you have a question for the Padre?

G0 to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to leamn more about Dear Podre.

Monday Thursday Saturday
June 29 July 2 July 4
B Sts. Peter and Paul, Weekday Weekday
g Aposties Am 7-10-17 Am 9:41-15
B - ; Acts 12:1-11 Mt 9:1-8 Mt 31417
A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV 2Tm A58 17-18  pogey Sunday
frantic pace of our lives, allowing the lives Tuesday 5t Thomas, Apostle  Fourfeenth Sunday
of others...with their needs and troubles, June 30 Eph 2:19-22 in Ordinary Time
o b oo Rt Phiah te bk ke tis Weekday In 20:24-29 Zec 9:8-10
Am l-8: 4:11-12 Rom 3:9, 11-13
ﬂE‘iﬂhm to one another, what generates true Mt 8:23-27 Mt 11:25-30
fraternity and breaks down walls and barriers.
Wednesday
In the end, love prevails, and it proves more July 1
powerful than evil and death. Weelkday
HOMILY, CASTEL GANDOLFO, JULY 13, 2025 Am 5:14-15, 21-24
Mt 3:15-34
W & Cachaolk, Faacaral. Tragted, & JI0S Liquoe! Publkcariess. dmgein Peges Fr, Kevin Zebhel, TSR, Prosingial, P e, e Ligani Ps a et
Ef T Jranap afgha 138 To lgwrn noew abaet the K %, vink A ixincan rhplﬂul"lﬂlwmlluyhru.dm.qr‘l:vr'nwllhcl.rlu-pllnr
,ﬁ written parmsdlen of Lijusd Putltstasa. Euh'h.ul Ll b= this windh aoe taksas fram Tes Mew Amiercas Bble Aedsed Ediven B 2010 1891, 1984, 1970 Conlfratmsivy of Chestian

b & dedempomir by DiecEtitan, g, Washinguon, DO AL Rigoes Rese rezcl Priited In US4 Visit Ligusviong ar call 300-315.9511



